NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


@ Information Letter & 


FOR N. C. A. MEMBERS 


No. 284 Washington, D. C. November 17, 1928 


CONTENTS 


Page 
We t Jegetatite acrenge on Mexican Employment 
Nest 1287 Examiner's reversed in “I 


oat markets 1238 A" trademark case 
Federal "prienns in market for canned Mackerel canning ‘held to be on 
foods 1239 occupation 
Cold storage holdings Italian Institute for Canned 
Statistics published on cold storage Foodstuff. 
holdings Western railroads denied permission to 
Cucumber production rates 
Business conditions Farm 1244 


Winter Vegetable Acreage on Mexican West Coast 


A preliminary estimate of the area to be devoted to winter 
vegetables on the Mexican West Coast this season indicates that 
while the total acreage may not vary greatly from that planted 
last year, there may be some shift in the acreage devoted to the 
various products, according to a report from the American Con- 
sul at Mazatlan. Some reduction from last year in the tomato 
acreage is indicated, but more peas, peppers, and string beans 
will probably be planted. An authentic estimate of the area and 
probable export production cannot be made until about Decem- 
ber 1, when the acreage has actually been planted. 

The possibility of a slight reduction in the 1928-29 tomato 
acreage is attributed to the complete destruction of seed beds by 
high water in the Rosario and Presidio river valleys south of 
Mazatlan. North of Mazatlan the weather has been ideal and 
seed beds there are ready for transplanting. Transplanting has 
been going on for two weeks and the first tomatoes for the sea- 
son should be available for shipment the latter part of December. 


If the general sentiment among growers can be taken as an 
indication, there may be some increase in the acreage devoted 
to chili peppers, peas, and string beans as these products brought 
good prices in the American market last season. No unseasonal 
rains have occurred as yet to cause the spread of fungus diseases 
and insect pests, and with the exception of the river valleys 
south of Mazatlan, crop conditions in general are better this 
year than for some years past. Some peas will be ready for 
shipment about November 15. 
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Truck Crop Markets 


About the only important change in the fruit and vegetable 
situation during the second week of November was a further ad- 
vance in the onion market and the higher prices for early south- 
ern truck crops, according to the U. S. Market News Service. 
November crop reports increased the estimates for most prod- 
ucts. 

The Virginia spinach crop is forecast at 980,000 bushels, or 
about 200,000 less than in 1927. Maryland spinach is increased 
to 918,000 bushels. About 330 carloads of tomatoes came from 
California during the week, and movement began on the south- 
ern East Coast of Florida. Around 12,000 acres are planted in 
that part of Florida. 

Orange shipments doubled to a total of 1,940 cars, of which 
1,120 came from Florida and most of the remainder from Cali- 
fornia. Volume of oranges was nearly three times that of a 
year ago. Combined forwardings of 25 products dropped to 
20,280 cars, or just about the same as last autumn. Apple ship- 
ments were 2,300 cars lighter than the week before, while grapes 
decreased by 2,100 and potatoes by 1,000 cars. 

The November estimate raised the report of apple pro- 
duction by 5,750,000 bushels to a total of 183,300,000 com- 
pared with 123,000,000 last season and a five-year average of 
approximately 200,000,000 bushels. The estimate of the com- 
mercial crop in Michigan was slightly reduced by November, but 
considerable increases were noted in New York, West Virginia, 
Washington and Oregon. A net gain of 958,000 barrels has 
raised the commercial crop to 34,441,000 barrels, as against 
26,000,000 last year. Commercial production in Washington is 
10,336,000 barrels and exceeds all recent records. General qual- 
ity of the apple crop is about 75 per cent, or four points below 
the 10-year average. 

Volume of apple shipments was dropping rapidly. Only 
3,500 cars moved from western States and 2,300 from eastern 
producing sections during the week. The total of about 5,800 
cars was 2,300 less than the week before, but 1,000 more than 
last season. Movement from eastern points is now down to about 
the weekly total of a year ago, though western apple shipments 
continue greatly in excess of the 1927 figures. 

A revision of the estimate of Danish-type cabbage in New 
York State has taken another 20,000 tons off the total and may 
strengthen the position of this crop. New York is now esti- 


¢ 
i 


INFORMATION LETTER 1239 


mated to have only 148,800 tons of Danish cabbage, as against 
258,800 last season. Shipments from New York decreased to 
500 cars for the week, while the Wisconsin output was only 200 
cars. 
Nearly 3,000,000 bushels were added to the crop estimate 
for sweet potatoes during October, so that the November figure 
is 81,340,000 bushels; most of the gain was in Georgia, Alabama 
and Mississippi. Shipments were limited to 640 cars, of which 
Virginia sent 375. 

Plantings of winter lettuce in four early States may total 
47,000 acres, or 8,800 more than last season and about 3,000 
more than in 1926. Both Arizona and Imperial Valley of Cali- 
fornia are increased about one-fourth over last year. Arizona 
expects 17,000 acres, compared with 13,600 a year ago and an 
average of 5,500 during the preceding four seasons. Imperial 
Valley may have 27,250 acres as against 22,000 in 1927 and 
84,400 in 1926. Reports from Florida indicate only 1,600 acres 
there, while Texas has 1,100 acres. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Federal Prisons in Market for Canned Foods 
The Superintendent of Prisons, Department of Justice, has 
requested bids on canned foods for delivery at the penitentiaries 
q at Leavenworth, Kans., and Atlanta, Ga., and correctional insti- 
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Nov. Oct. 26 Nov. Totalthis Totallast Total 
- Commodity +10 Nov. 3 6-12 seasonto seasonto last 
@ 19281028 1927 Nov.10 Nov.12 season 
Apples, total 5,788 8,073 4,785 76,676 60,865 93,062 
Ww 476 4,527 2,734 38,240 28,831 48,660 
> 5 4 0 2,878 2,132 2,132 
925 1,162 1,277 20,757 26,819 39,067 
rrots: 
1929 72 {a} 505 (a) 5,960 
1928 66 63 (a 5,900 (a) 6652 
288 133 105 1,853 1,807 9,046 
Green peas: 
1029 1 23 32 30 4,665 
1028 “4 17 5 4,065 4,142 4,147 
Mixed deciduous fruit .... 17 28 20 6,241 5.815 5,408 
Mixed vegetables ......... 226 453 20,508 $1,575 85,050 
172 204 41 22,765 17,744 18,744 
P 36 22 30 3,458 2,772 2,824 
Spinach: 
1020 BONBON 48 0 209 48 363 10,404 
1928 BOABON 54 50 56 10,404 9,505 0,655 
String beans: 
1929 7 a 7 10 216 6,529 
| 1988 season .........+. 63 02 86 6,529 6,421 6,481 
Tomatoes: 
1980 SOABON 18 0 1 13 2 29,505 
1028 333 402 202 29,505 32,375 82,664 
(a) Unavailable 
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tutions at Chillicothe, Ohio, and Alderson, W. Va., the bids to be 
opened December 38. Awards will be made on samples which 
must reach the office of the Superintendent of Prisons in Wash- 
ington not later than noon, November 27. 


The specifications call for the following quantities: Toma- 
toes, 3,740 No. 10 cans; corn, 4,275 No. 10 cans; peas, 1,985 No. 
10 cans; string beans, 1,955 No. 10 cans; spinach, 1,415 No, 10 
cans; catsup, 3,490 No. 10 cans. 

Copies of schedules on which to submit bids may be ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of Prisons. 


Cold Storage Holdings 


Cold storage holdings of fruits in the United States as of 
November 1, as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, were as follows: 


2.108.000 
17,275,000 


Statistics Published on Cold Storage Holdings 


Cold storage holdings of apples, butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, 
~ meats, lard, and fish, by months, during 1927, have been pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in Statistical 
Bulletin No. 26, entitled, “Cold Storage Holdings, Year Ended 
December 31, 1927, With Comparable Data for Earlier Years.” 
A copy of the bulletin may be obtainable by writing to the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 

A survey by the bureau shows that on October 1, 1927, there 
was 667,846,578 cubic feet of space, an increase of 41,178,823 
cubic feet since 1925. The increase in warehouse capacity in 
recent years has been chiefly in the Pacific coast section, ac- 


counted for largely by the erection of cold storage warehouses 
in the Northwest for apple storage. 


Cucumber Production 


Production of cucumbers for pickles in 1928 was 1,808,000 
bushels greater than in 1927, according to the November 12 esti- 
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Nov. 1 
Nov. 1 Nov. 1 5-year 
1928 1927 average 
Apples: 
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mate of the U. 8. Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The acre- 
age and production were as follows: 


The amount of cucumbers for pickles in tanks on October 
1, 1927 and 1928, is shown in the following table. The 41 firms 
reporting for 1928 represent approximaiely 63 per cent of the 


Business Conditions 


The dollar volume of trade during the week ended Novem- 
ber 10, as reflected by check payments, was somewhat smaller 
than in the previous week but recorded a substantial advance 
over the corresponding period of last year, according to the 
weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. The gen- 
eral index of wholesale prices again receded from the previous 
week but was still above the corresponding period of last year. 

Loans and discounts of Federal Reserve member banks were 
larger than in either the previous week or the same week of last 
year. Interest rates for time funds showed no change from 
the previous week but were higher than last year. Interest rates 
for call money averaged lower than in the previous week but 
were higher than a year ago. Stock prices reached a new high 
level during the week. 


@ 
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1087 1928 
51,000 60,200 
total 1928 acreage. 
1928 Bushels 
Total receipts from actual acreage planted: 
Pickles in tanks or barrels, sold or unsold, on October 1: 
Crop of 1927— 
Crop of 1928— 
762,231 
1927 : 
0 Total receipts from actual acreage planted: 
. @ Pickles in tanks or barrels, sold or unsold, on October 1: 
Crop of 1926— 
Crop of 1927— 
° a Number 
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Distribution of goods, as reflected by freight car loadings, 
was running greater than a year ago, but less than two years 
ago. 


419,475 


Retail Trade in October 


Sales of department stores showed an increase of 3 per 
cent in October, 1928, as compared with the corresponding month 
last year, according to reports made to the Federal Reserve sys- 
tem by 496 stores. When allowance is made for the fact that 
October contained one more business day this year than in 1927, 
however, average daily sales were in about the same volume this 
October as a year ago. In the preceding month average daily 
sales had been 10 per cent larger than a year earlier. 

Sales of mail-order houses were 25 per cent larger and those 
of five-and-ten-cent chain stores 6.7 per cent larger than in Oc- 
tober a year ago. The changes in the volume of business of both 


mail-order houses and chain stores reflect in part an increase 
from month to month in the number of retail outlets operated. 


Employment in October 


Employment increased 1 per cent in October as compared 
with September, and pay-roll totals increased 4 per cent, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This statement is 
based upon reports from 17,220 establishments, employing in 
October 3,890,778 workers whose combined earnings in one 
week were $108,180,961. 

Employment in manufacturing industries increased 0.9 per 
cent in October, 1928, as compared with September, and pay- 
roll totals increased 3.7 per cent, as shown by returns from 
11,940 establishments in 54 of the principal manufacturing in- 
dustries. These establishments had in October 3,287,165 em- 
ployees whose combined earnings in one week were $90,868,879. 


Examiner’s Decision Reversed in “I G A” Trade-mark Case 
The First Assistant Commissioner of Patents has reversed 
the decision of the examiner of trade-mark interferences in the 
case involving the trade-mark “I G A,” registration of which 
was sought by the Oostburg Canning Company for use on canned 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L.C.L. Other 
# Week ended November 3 ...... 1,108,842 427,670 267,184 408,688 
Preceding week .......sssseeees 1,161,076 456,801 260,174 436,501 
4 @orresponding week, 1927 ...... 1,039,075 410,220 270,028 $58,027 
Corresponding week, 1926 ....... 1,181,832 | 368,485 343,872 
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vegetables. Such registration was opposed by the Neighbor 
Products Company, which owned the same mark as applied to 
noodles, macaroni, etc. The examiner granted the motion to dis- 
miss the opposition on the ground that the goods were of differ- 
ent descriptive character. The First Assistant Commissioner of 
Patents holds that the case is not such a clear one as to be de- 
termined without the right of the opposer to take testimony to 
show damages to it by reason of the proposed registration, and 
accordingly reversed the action of the examiner. 


Mackerel Canning Held to be Seasonal Occupation 


The Massachusetts Department of Labor and Industry has 
declared the canning of fresh mackerel a seasonal occupation, 
according to the News Letter of the United States Women’s 
Bureau. This permits the employment of women for 52 hours 
a week during part of the year, providing the average number 
of hours worked, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, does not 
exceed 48. This action was taken on petition of representa- 
tives of the fish canning industry after a public hearing on April 
25, 1928. 


Italian National Institute for Canned Foodstuffs 


Through Royal Decree No. 2,126 of August 31st, 1928, pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette of September 29, 1928, the Italian 
Government has changed the Confederate Institute for the In- 
dustry of Canned Foodstuffs into the National Institute for 
Canned Foodstuffs for the purpose of extending its control over 
the production of canned foodstuffs made from vegetable or 
animal products, that are intended for sale, according to a re- 
port received by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce. 

The new Institute is to have its headquarters at Rome, 
where it will function under the control of the Ministry for Na- 
tional Economy. 

Contrary to most of the public institutions developed by the 
Italian Government, the funds for the maintenance of the execu- 
tive and other branches of the National Institute for Canned 
Foodstuffs are to be obtained through assessing all of the manu- 
facturers of canned foodstuffs throughout the Kingdom of Italy, 
with each concern being levied in a certain proportion to its 
annual salary payroll. 

The new organization will render all possible aid in the ex- 
tension of foreign trade in canned foods through the assistance 


= 
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of the National Export Institute, as well as in development of 
the domestic market for such products. 


Western Railroads Denied Permission to Advance Rates 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has denied petitions 
filed on behalf of Western Trunk Line Railroads for permission 
to file blanket tariff supplements increasing freight rates on a 
large number of commodities. The railroads in their petition 
represented that an immediate increase in commodity rates was 
necessary to meet the emergency caused by increasing operat- 
ing costs. 


Farm Prices 


The index of farm prices on October 15 at 137 was 4 points 
lower than on September 15 and 2 points lower than the index 
of a year ago. This four point decline was caused by further de- 
clines in corn and potatoes and by lower prices of all livestock. 
These lower prices were only partly offset by higher prices of 
cotton, of grains other than corn, and of butter and eggs. It is 
probable that the index of farm prices will show little change 


during the coming month, 


Inspection of Chicken for Canned Soup 


Inspection for condition and wholesomeness of chicken used 
in such canned products as chicken broth, chicken soup and 
boneless chicken is being made for canners by the U. 8. Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics. 

For the last seven years, according to an announcement by 
the Department of Agriculture, canners of poultry products in 
this country have been excluded from Canadian markets because 
of Canadian regulations permitting the importation of canned 
poultry products only when the poultry used in those products 
had been inspected by Federal authorities in the country of ori- 
gin, and found to be wholesome and fit for human food. 

A canner of chicken soup recently requested the bureau to 
make regular inspections for condition and wholesomeness of 
the poultry used in his products, and since then four other estab- 
lishments are using the service in connection with the canning 
of a variety of poultry products for domestic consumption. A 
feature of the service is the labeling of the canned products that 
the chicken used in the preparation has been “inspected and 
certified by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics.” 
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